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It is difficult to criticize Gregory's direction in this matter without a more precise knowledge of the condition of the converted people. The rival policies of iconoclasm and " economy " have at all times had their advocates, but in each case mere a priori arguments carry little weight. The success of either course of action must necessarily depend on special circumstances and conditions, which can be known only to the religious teachers working on the spot. We observe that Bede, with his experience of English life and religion, seems to have approved and recommended a policy of " condescension " of the same character as that enjoined by Gregory, and that Irish saints like Patrick and Columba are reported to have acted on a similar principle. On the other hand, the Laws and Penitentials supply us with incontrovertible evidence that these measures of compromise, while making the profession of Christianity easier, were ineffectual in eradicating heathenism. Long after Gregory was dead, the idol-sacrifices, the worship at fountains, stones, and trees, the eating of consecrated flesh, the multitudinous forms of augury and divination, continued to be practised by the people.1 But whether the continuance of these abuses can be attributed to an initial mistake of a compromise with heathenism, and whether more drastic measures would really have succeeded in preventing their survival, we cannot at this time pretend to determine.
The remaining three letters were all addressed to Augustine. The first was of a private character, its occasion being as follows. The messengers from England, when they came to Rome, reported to Gregory that many miracles had been performed by their bishop, which had greatly helped forward the work of conversion. The fame of these wonders had spread to Gaul, and come to the ears of Queen Brunchildis,2 and the messengers were perhaps a little inclined to boast of the circumstance. To question the genuineness of these miracles did not, of course, occur to Gregory; he joyfully wrote to his friend Eulogius that Augustine and his companions seemed to be imitating the powers of the Apostles in the signs which they displayed.3 He was a little alarmed, however, lest Augustine
1  See the note in Bright's Early English, Church History p. 80, and that in. Plumraer's Bede vol. ii. pp. 57-60.
2  JBpp. xi. 48.                                               3 ft'-d' viiL 29-